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OUR VISION IS TO ENABLE VISITORS TO EXPLORE THE

NATURAL WONDERS OF THE FINGER LAKES REGION

OF NEW YORK STATE AND ITS EFFECTS ON PEOPLE.

THIS WILL BE ACCOMPLISHED THROUGH THE

CREATION OF A WORLD-CLASS, ECO-FRIENDLY

NATURAL HISTORY AND CULTURAL CENTER IN A

NATURAL SETTING.

NATURAL HISTORY

CULTURAL HISTORY

CULTURAL HISTORY

NATURAL HISTORY

THE FINGER LAKES FUTURE

CULTURE & THE NATURAL ENVIRONMENT

NATIVE AMERICANS

MENONITE CULTURE

ETHNOGRAPHIC DATABASE

FOREST TO FARMLAND TO FOREST

GEOLOGY, GLACIERS & GORGES

STORY OF EACH FINGER LAKE

AQUARIUM & NATIVE AQUATIC LIFE

WILDLIFE SPECIES OF THE FINGER LAKES

AQUATIC & BIOLOGICAL RESEARCH

ALL LEVELS OF EDUCATION

ENVIRONMENTAL & COMMUNITY STEWARDSHIP

ECONOMIC CULTURE

TOURISM INDUSTRY



“INSPIRING FINGER LAKES LANDSCAPE”

CENTRAL TO FINGER LAKES REGION

VARIETY OF RESOURCES

EXTENSIVE HABITAT AREA

HUMAN SCALE - EXPERIENCE ORIENTED

WILLING PARTNERS - KEUKA COLLEGE
STATE PARK

BRANCHPORT SCHOOL

BRANCHPORT HAMLET

KEUKA COLLEGE
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KEUKA LAKE STATE PARK

BRANCHPORT ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
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620 ACRES MOSTLY UNDEVELOPED

EXISTING INFRASTRUCTURE

EX. BEACH, BOATING & CAMPING

AFFORDABLE CONTROL

FLEXIBILITY IN DESIGN APPROACHES

13 ACRES, CREEK & 15,000 SF BLDG.

IMMEDIATE START-UP LOCATION

MUSEUM EQUITY



KEUKA LAKE SITE:

A VISITOR DESTINATION

Park Museum Campus

Hamlet Research & Education Campus

Village Trail

Waterfront Trail

Habitat Trail

Kayak Trail

Branchport Land Use Program

Historic Preservation Initiative

MUSEUM

TRAILS

OTHER MISSION SUPPORTING

INTERPRETATION

RECREATION & VISITOR SUPPORT

Native American in Undisturbed Habitat

Colonial Settlement in Mature Forest

Camera Shooting/Viewing Outposts

Wetland Paddle (Sugar Creek)

Gully Hike

Menonite Agriculture

Vineyard

Ghost Walk

Historic Architecture

Amphitheater/event site

Boat Launch

Transient Docking

Cruise Boat

Boat Livery

Camping

Cabins

Hostel/Park Lodge

Branchport Inn/Hotel

Branchport Shopping

Colonial Pub & Inn

Settlement Trail

PRIMARY
VISITOR

EXPERIENCE
AREA &

VIEWSHED
PROTECTION

HAMLET RESEARCH &
EDUCATION CAMPUS

PARK MUSEUM
CAMPUS

RECREATION &
INTERPRETATION AREA

TRAIL
CONNECTION

WATER
CONNECTION
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Branchport

Keuka Lake



TROUT
STREAM

WHITE DEER
& FENCED HABITAT

VILLAGE TRAIL

COYOTE

FOX

BEAR

BIRDS
OF PREY

HARBOR
AREA

AGRICULTURE & VINEYARD

BEAVER
& OTTER PONDS

60,000 SF
BLDG.

WILDERNESS
TRAILWATERFRONT

TRAIL

PARKING

OVERFLOW
PARKING

PUBLIC BEACH & PICNIC AREA

BOBCAT

FISH HATCHERY

HOSPITAL, REHAB &
QUARANTEEN

ARRIVAL/
EXPANSION P
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RECREATION & INTERPRETIVE AREAS

TICKETING
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ENTRY

EAGLES

EAGLES

GREEN ROOF
ABOVE LOBBY

BEAR HABITAT

TROUT STREAM

ELEVATED
WALKWAY

OTTER POND

MAIN EXHIBIT HALL
& THEATER

FOOD/GIFTS

WATERFRONT
PROGRAMMING

PORCHES
& OUTDOOR

SPACES
PARKING

VIEW OF MUSEUM

Small Scale at Waterfront

Major Building Mass set into

Hillside

Lots of Porches and Outdoor

Programable Space on

Waterside

Enhanced Stream Corridor as

Organizing Feature - Including

Elevated Walkway through

Habitats

Green Roof

Agricultural Interpretation

High on Hill

Pond and Habitat Area Directly

Above Building

High Side of Building is the

“Window” to the Outdoor

Exhibit Area

CAMPUS FROM THE WATER-SIDE

ARRIVAL

Existing

Parking Lot

Pedestrian

Bridge

Straddles

Gully

Enter Between

and Among

Eagle Habitats

Bears to the

Right, Lake to

the Left
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EXISTING
SCHOOL &

RESEARCH/
EDUCATION
BUILDING

SOCCER &
EVENT FIELD

KAYAK
CENTER

POTENTIAL
EXPANSION

AREA

NEW
ENTRANCE

DRIVE

TOWN PARK

PARKING
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We do not inherit the Earth from our ancestors... We borrow it from our children

TODAY’S NEEDS...

IN THE NEAR FUTURE ...

The Finger Lakes Natural & Cultural History Museum has established a

Start-Up capital budget of $1,000,000 that will assist in providing

feasibility and development Funding through its first year of operation.

This first fund-raising target will help us align partners, perform due

diligence, assess the market and help us proceed with this regionally

important economic and education program.

$500,000 Start-Up Capital Remaining to Raise

Market, Exhibit Definition & Programming

$50 +/- Million Capital Campaign

Pre-Opening Programming

Design & Engineering

Construction

Endowment
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the wild center, tupper lake, ny
a model for our natural resource vision

WHAT WE DO...
The Finger Lakes Museum is

dedicated to introducing people of

all ages to the unique natural

history and evolving culture of the

Finger Lakes Region of New York

State.

As a gateway to the Finger Lakes, we

do this by showcasing the region’s

natural history and representative

cultural venues. The museum uses

exhibits, interactive experiences,

and informational programs to

inform and entertain. The Finger

Lakes Cultural & Natural History

Museum is committed to providing

experiences that enrich the lives of

visitors and their understanding of

the natural history and cultural

environment of the Finger Lakes.

1. To educate students, residents,

and visitors through educational

and research programs, about the

unique cultural and natural

histories of the Finger Lakes

Region.

2. To provide interactive, static, and

live species exhibits that accurately

depict the cultural and natural

histories of the Finger Lakes

Region.

3. To collect, organize, maintain,

preserve, display, and interpret

objects and live species associated

with the cultural and natural

histories of the Finger Lakes

Region.

4. To help students, residents, and

visitors appreciate the cultural and

natural resources of the Finger

Lakes Region and develop programs

that would encourage the

conservation, preservation, and

protection of those resources.

5. To teach the conservation,

preservation, and protection of

cultural and natural resources

through example and by practicing

policies of “green” construction,

maintenance, and

operation of the museum’s facilities.

6. To collaborate with other

e d u c at i o n a l i n s t i t u t i o n s ,

destination tourism attractions and

museums, working in partnership to

p r o m o t e t h e u n i v e r s a l

understanding of the cultural and

natural histories of the Finger

Lakes Region.

OUR SHORT HISTORY...
Readers of Life in the Finger Lakes

magazine were introduced to John

Adamski’s vision for the museum in

the Spring 2008 issue, and were

given the opportunity to comment.

The response was overwhelmingly

favorable and the project’s first

organizational meeting was held in

July 2008. Attending the first

organizational meeting were

representatives from the Finger

Lakes Tourism Alliance (a joint

sponsor of the meeting), the

Nature Conservancy, Empire State

Development Corporation, U.S.

Forest Service, Finger Lakes Land

Trust, Sonnenberg Gardens,

Finger Lakes Boating Museum,

Corning Museum of Glass, Phelps

Historical Society, the Wild

Center, Cornell University,

R o c h e s t e r I n s t i t u t e o f

Technology , Fi nger Lakes

Community College, and Keuka

College. Since that initial meeting,

monthly meetings have been held

and a fully functioning Committee

organization has been formed.

In May 2009, the museum received a

provisional museum charter from

the NYS Education Department and

subsequently, it’s 501C3 tax

exempt status.

Beginning in December of 2008, a

Site Selection Committee assessed

a long list of high quality

potential Museum sites. 19 Sites

were considered, including land

located in Aurora, Geneva, at

Sampson State Park and at Keuka

State Park.

In April of 2010 the Board of

Directors selected a Keuka Lake

site as the preferred site for the

facility. The site will include the

620 acre Keuka Lake State Park

and the former Branchport

Elementary School with 13 acres

on Sugar Creed and a 15,000 SF

building.

The Board is currently expanding

its organization, finalizing land

agreements, rais ing funds,

developing it’s program and

performing further analysis.


